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í INTRODUCTION. 
THE MAHABHARATA. 


The BHAGAVAD GITA; ‘the Divine Song,’ or ‘ The Song of the 
Adorable One,’ is an epigode in the sixth book, or Bhishma Parva, 
of the Mahabharata, ‘The great (war of the) Bharatas,’ probably 
the longest epic poem in the world. It is divided into 18 Parvas 
or books, and contains about 220,000 lines. The reputed author is 
Krishna Dwaipdayana (Island-born), the Vyasa, or arranger, of the 
Vedas. The leading subject is the great war between the Kurus 
and Pasdavas for the possession of the kingdom whose capital was 
Hastinapura (elephant city). It 1s called the war of the ‘‘ Bharatas,”’ 
from Bledrata, a prince of the lunar race from whom the con- 
tending parties were descended. A supplementary Parva, the 
Harivansa, details at great length the genealogy, birth, and life 
of Krishna. ° 

The Work of different Authors.—Dowson says, ‘‘ Different 
poets of different ages have added to it, and embellished it by the 
powers of their imagination. Great additions have been made in 
later times. The Bhagavad Gitaé and the episode of Nala, with 
some others, are the productions of later writers; the Harivansa, 
which affects to be a part of the Mahabharata, is of still later date, 
and besides these it cannot be doubted that numerous interpolations, 
from single verses to long passages, have been made to uphold and 
further the religious opinions of sects and individuals. To use the 
words of Max Müller, ‘ The epic character of the story has through- 
out been changed and almost obliterated by the didactic tenden- 
cies of the latest editors, who were clearly Brahmans brought up 
in the strict school of the laws of Manu.’ ’’* 

The poem itself mentions that when it was recited by Vaisam- 
p4yana as he had been taught it by Vy4sa, it contained only 
94,000 verses. The Calcutta edition now contains 91,011 verses, 
exclusive of the Harivansa. This shows how numerous have been 
the additions. 

The date of the Mahábhárata is uncertain. Some portions of 
it may be as old as 400 B. c.; the larger portion is probably as. 
old as 200 B. c. 
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Age and Authorship of the Bhagavad Gita.—Mr. Telang, in 
the Introduction to his‘ Translation of the Bhagavad Gita in “The 
Sacred Books of the East,” makes the following admissions :— 

“Tt has become quite a literary common place, that—to borrow the words of 
Professor Max Müller in one of his recent lectures—history, in the ordinary 
sense of the word, is almost unknown in Indian literature...This much is 
certain, that the student of the Bhagavad Gita must, for the present, go with- 
out that -reliable historical information touching the author of the work, the 
time at which it was composed, and even the place it occupies in literature, 
which one naturally desires, when entering upon the study of any work.. 
There is no exaggeration in saying, that it is almost impossible to lay down 
even a single proposition respecting any important matter connected with the 
Bhagavad Gité, about which something like a consensus of opinion among 
persons qualified to judge can be said to exist.” p. 1. 


Mr. Telang, to form approximate conclusions as to the age of 
the poem, considers it under the following heads :— 
1. The general character of the Gité with reference to its 
mode of handling its subject. 
2.. Its style and language. 
3. The nature of the versification. 
4. The attitude towards the Vedas, caste, &c. ` 
The result of his investigation is that he groups the poem with 
the Upanishads, placing it before the systematised philosophy of 
later times. In a note he says :— 
“In the edition of the Gita published in Bombay in Saka 1782, there is 
a stanza which says that the Upanishads are the cows, Krishna the milkman, 
Arjuna the calf, and the milk is the nectar-like Gita, which indicates tho 


traditional view of the Gita—a view in consonance with that which we have 
been led to by the facts and arguments contained in this Introduction.” p. 84. 


Mr. Telang considers that the Gita was written not later than 
the 2nd century before Christ. On the other hand some eminent 
Orientalists place it as late as the second century after the Christian 
era. Itisclaimed that there are references to the Yavanas, whose 
kingdom was established 160 Bg. c., and to the: Andhra king of 
Magadha, who succeeded the Kanwas, B. c. 23, and continued to 
bear rule for 256 years. 

Metre.—‘‘ The metre,” says Davies, “used for the most part 
in the Bhagavad Gita is the common heroic form called Sloka or 
Anushtub, consisting of two lines of sixteen syllables each, with a 
cesura at the end of the eighth foot. Its form is this— 


a 
Nene N? ee See? w Mf eee S w” 


each line being the same. 

' “In the more lyrical parts another form is used, called 
Trishtubh, containing eleven syllables in each half line or páda, 
A common variety is of the following form— 


N 
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Seared meen a N aiaa alse ee E O a ee E E T 


A cæsura being generally found at the fifth syllable.”* 
Tar NARRATIVE PRIOR TO THE BHAGAVAD GITA. 


Krishna Dwaipayana Vy4sa is not only supposed to be the 
author of the Mahábhárata, but the source from which the chief 
actors sprung. He was a rishi, living in the jungle, terrible in 
appearance. He was asked to raise up children to his half-brother 
by his two widows. The elder widow was so frightened that she 
shut her eyes when he came to her. She had a blind son who 
was named Dhritarashtra. The younger widow kept her eyes 
open, but she turned so pale that her son was called Pandu, ‘the 
pale.’ As Dhritarashtra was blind, Pandu came to the throne, but 
an account of a curse, he retired to the forest, and Dhritarashtra, 
became king. 

Dhritarashtra’s wife asked as a boon from Vyása a hundred 
sons. After two years she gave birth to a lump of flesh, which 
Vyasa «divided into 101 parts, each about the size of the thumb: 
These were put into pots of ghi, and opened after two years. 
Duryodlmnt: was the first born. As soon as he was born he began 
to bray like an ass, which led all the asses and jackals that heard 
him to imitate him. Afterwards 99 other sons were born and a 
daughter.t» The sons of Dhritarashtra, from their ancestor Kuru, 
were known as the Kurus or Kauravas. Pandu had two wives, 
Kuntf and Madrí, but he did not consort with them. His wives 
had 5 sons, attributed to different gods, but Pandu acknowledged 
them, and they were called Pandavas. Yudhishthira (firm in 
fight), the eldest was said to be the son of Dharma, the judge of 
the dead, and was considered a pattern of justice. Bhima (the 
terrible), the second, was son of Vayu, the god of the wind, and’ 
was noted for his strength. Arjuna (the bright), the third, was 
the son of Indra, and was noted for his bravery and high-minded- 
ness. Nakula and Sahadeva, the fourth and fifth sons, were ine 
children of the Aswins. 

Dhritarashtra educated the five Pandavas with his own sons, 
The teacher was a Brahman, named Drona, who found in the 
Pandavas apt pupils. The sons of Dhritarashtra becoming jealous 
of the Pandavas when their father named Yudhishthira as the heir- 
apparent, he had to send them away lest they should he murdered 
by his sons. At a Swayamvara the Pandavas won the princess 
Draupadi. They told Kunti that they had made a great acquisi- 
tion, and she unwittingly directed them to share it among them ; ; 
so Draupadi became the wife of the five sons. 


’ * Introduction to Translation, p. 1 
+ Seo Translation of the een Adi Parva, pp. 388, 389, 
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_._ Dhritarashtra then divided his kingdom, his sons receiving 
Hastindpura and.the Pandavas, Indraprashta, on the Yamuna, 
close to the modern Delhi. | 2 

Yudhishthira having conquered many countries, wished to 
perform the Rajasuya sacrifice, thus claiming to be a king ovér 
kings. The Kurus then prevailed upon Yudhishthira to gamble, 
when he lost his wealth, his palace, his kingdom, his brothers, 
himself, and, last of all, his wife, who was ignominiously treated. 
Through Dhritarashtra, Yudhishthira’s dominions were restored, 
but he was once more tempted to play on condition that if he lost, 
he and his brothers should pass twelve years in the forest, and 
remain incognito during the thirteenth year. In the 13th year 
they entered the service of king Virdta in disguise. Arjuna, 
declaring himself a eunuch, put on a woman’s dress, and said he 
would tell the king, if asked, that ‘he lived as a waiting maid of 
Draupadi in Yudhishthira’s palace.’’* : 

The time of exile having expired, the princes made themselves 
known to Virata, who agreed to help them to recover their kingdom. 
The preparations for war on both sides are described in, the fifth 
Book, called Udyoga Parvan, ‘ Effort Book.’ 

An assembly of the princes was called by Virdta, at Which the 
Pandavas, Krishna and Balardma were present. Krishna counselled 
negotiation ; but the feeling was in favour of war, and both sides 
sought allies. Duryodhana and Arjuna came both to Dwaraka to 
seek the help of Krishna. They reached the door of Krishna’s 
apartment at the same moment when he was asleep. Duryodhana 
entered first, and took up his station at Krishna’s head. Arjuna 
followed behind, and stood at Krishna’s feet. -On waking, Krishna’s 
eyes first fell on Arjuna. Duryodhana requested Krishna’s aid in 
battle as he had first entered the room. Krishna answered that as 
he had seen Arjuna first, he should give hifm the choice of two things. 
On the one side he placed himself, but without fighting, and on the 
other his army of a hundred million warriors, named Narayans. 
Arjuna chose Krishna, and Duryodhana joyfully accepted the army. 
Krishna wondered that Arjuna had chosen him, since he was 
pledged not to fight. . Arjuna replied that he hoped Krishna would 
act as his charioteer which he consented to do. : 

Before war was commenced, an ambassador was sent to the 
Kurus, asking them to give back to the Pandavas their family 
inhentance. When this failed, Krishna himself went, but was 
equally unsuccessful. On his return tothe Pandavas, he informed 
Yudhishthira that the army of the Kurus was assembling at Kuruk- 
shetra, a vast plain north-west of Delhi. a 

The war was ushered in by strange portents. The moon 


ta amet nat a TT 


# See Translation of Virdta Parvan, pp. 4, 5. 
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looked like fire, asses were born from cows, horses were born with 
horns and three legs; women gave. birth to monstezs. 

- Before the war commenced, Vyasa offered to Dhritarashtra to ` 
restore his'sight that he might see the fight with his own eyes; but 
on Dhritarashtra’s expressing his unwillingness, one Sanjaya was 
deputed to relate to him what happened. ` 


-> SUMMARY OF THE BHAGAVAD GITA. 


The great aim of the book is to harmonize the doctrines of 
the Yoga, the Sénkhya, and the Vedanta, combining with them 
the doctrine of faith (bhakti) in Krishna, and of stern devotion to 
caste duties (dharma). | 

The poem is divided into three sections, each containing six 
chapters, the philosophical teaching in each being somewhat 
distinct. - The number of the verses is 700. 

The first section dwells chiefly on the benefits of the Yoga 
system, pointing out, however, that the asceticism and self-mortifi- 
cation of Yoga ought to be joined with action and the performance 
of caste duties, and -winding up with a declaration that the grand 
aim of all gelf-suppression is to attain that state which enables a 
man to annihilate his own individuality and sec God in everythin 
and everything in God. Arjuna is athorted. as a member of the 
soldier-caste, 7 dismiss all doubt about the propriety of fighting 
and killing *his relatives, by an argument drawn from the eternal 
existence of the soul. 

In the 2nd and 6th chapters the duty of Yoga, or ‘intense 
concentration of the mind on one subject’ (viz., the Supreme Being, 
here identified with Krishna), is enjoined, till at last the great end 
of freedom from all thought, perfect calm, and absorption in the 
Deity is obtained. | 

- In the second division the pantheistic doctrines of the Vedanta 
are more directly inculcated than in the other sections. Krishna 
here, in the plainest language, claims adoration as one with the 
great universal Spirit, pervading and constituting the universe. 
He reveals himself to Arjuna as possessed of countless faces, 
countless mouths, countless eyes, and blazing like a thousand 


s. 

. The third division of the poem, comprising the six last chap- 
ters, aims particularly at interweaving Sånkhya doctrines with the 
Vedinta, though this is done more or less throughout the work. 
It accepts the doctrine. of a supreme presiding Spirit (called 
Param Brahma or Adhydiman, xiii. 12, vin. 1), as the first source of 
the universe, but asserts the eternal existence of Prakriti and 
Purusha—that is, of an original eternal element and soul—both 
emanating from the Supreme Being (then regarded as Para 
Prakriti, supreme Prakriti). It maintains the individuality and 
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personality of.souls, and affirms that the body (kshetra) and all the 
world, of sensé is, evolved out of Prakriti by the regular Sinkhya 
process, through Buddhi, Ahankdra, the five subtile elements, the 
five grosser elements, and the eleven organs, including inind.* 
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* Abridged from Indian Wisdom, by Sir M. Monier-Williams, pp. 127-140, 


